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From Depopulation to Policy Innovation: Rural Basic Income Pilots = Number 86
in South Korea and Their Implications in a Time of Polycrisis

Last modified
Heejoong Kim', Sanghyo Kim?, Moonsoo Jung?, Injung_Han3 April 25, 2026 - 2:01 PM

T Ministry of Agriculture, Food and Rural Affairs,2 Korea Rural Economic Institute, Basic Income Korea / Edit submission
Network

This session introduces the policy design of South Korea’s rural basic income pilots and Registration
presents very early evidence under a quasi-experimental evaluation framework. By

combining initial baseline survey results with administrative data on population mobility You're not registered to this event.
and business dynamics—including firm entry, exit, and sales changes—the session aims
to provide a preliminary assessment of early-stage changes associated with the pilot
program.

Beyond presenting preliminary empirical findings, this session seeks to contribute Program
additional evidence to key debates in the basic income literature. Specifically, it examines No session information avdilable.
whether place-based income transfers can mitigate spatial inequality, support local

economic revitalization, and which design features enhance the resilience of local

economies. By bringing together policymakers and researchers, the session aims to

bridge policy design and implementation, empirical evidence, and normative debates,

thereby contributing to a deeper understanding of the role of basic income in addressing

polycrisis conditions.
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Basic Income & the Polycrisis:

or THE CONGRESS B CONGRESS BOOKLET & ABOUTUS CONTACT REGISTER

BIEN 2026

ProQ ramme Here's a day-by-day general guide to what's happening from August 19-

Congress Booklet Part 2 22 (subject to potential adjustments in the final programme so check
for exact times). All events are in-person (with virtual access to some
congress plenaries)

Wednesday, August 19
1:30 to 6:00 p.m., Holy Trinity Church, 10 Trinity Square

Pre-congress meeting focused on building the basic income movement in Canada. Open to Canadians who on/ywant to attend this day
and register for it separately, and to BIEN registrants.

4:00t07:00 p.m., TRSM building, 55 Dundas St. W., 7th fioor.

Congress registration open. You'll be greeted by volunteers at street level.

5:3007:30 p.m., TRSM building, 55 Dundas St. W., 7th fioor.

Documentary shown courtesy of the Piloters Network that's meeting earlier in the day and opening up the documentary to BIEN registrants
(arrive abit early to register for your access badge)

6:30 to 9:00 p.m., Electric Mind, 200 Adelaide St. W.

AToronto-based casual meet-up organized by UBIWorks for people working on or curious about basic income, including prominent locals
who may not be able to attend the Congress.

Thursday -
Saturday

August 20th to 22nd

Thursday, August 20
TRSM building, 55 Dundas St. W.

*Lunch will be provided on site, as well as morning and afternoon
coffee breaks.

8:00 a.m. - Congress registration desk opens

9:00 - The official Opening of the Congress and a Plenary on the
Polycrisis.

11:30 to 6:00 - A series of 24 breakout sessions of either 60 or 90
minutes. In each time slot, there will be six sessions happening
simultaneously. Such difficult choices to make.

6:00 to 8:00 - A reception for informal conversation and an occasion
to celebrate BIEN’s 40th Anniversary! There will be light food—and
cake.

Friday, August 21

TRSM

*The Lunch period is longer on Friday and open so people can explore
the neighbourhood and its variety of food. Coffee breaks will be
provided on site.

9:00 a.m. - Plenary on the Polycrisis

10:00 to 5:30 - Breakout sessions, again 24, with four sets of six
simultaneous sessions.

6:00 to 8:00 p.m.- Film screening of Do it BIEN with its director Simon
Pesta, on the creation of BIEN in 1986 and what, 40 years on, continues
to motivate its founders and new generations of activists to stay so
committed to this concept of unconditional basic income, especially
now in our time of polycrisis.

*5h3] FA LAl pdf FHOE ATHA FE TAAHA FE IAH/ANE VA




Saturday, August 22

TRSM
*Lunch and coffee breaks will be served on site.

9:00 to 11:00 - BIEN General Assembly (BIEN's executive and
governance meeting)

11:00 to 11:15 - Coffee will be served as the GA ends and the majority of
registrants arrive to begin breakout sessions.

11:15 to 5:00 - Breakout sessions.

5:00 to 5:30 - Closing plenary and passing the torch to Poland as next
year’s host.

The 25" BIEN Congress

Basic Income &
the Polycrisis:
@he key to unlocking the puzzle

TORONTO, CANADA
Canada Day | August 19, 2026
25" BIEN Congress | August 20 - 22, 2026
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