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Dr. Nguyen Van Toan
NIAPP — Deputy Director

Ladies and gentlemen,

Vietnam rural area is a living space of 78,482 villages with more tan 72% of
total population and production of food, foodstuff and materials for processing.
Export value in 2007 of agro, forest and fishery products was about USD 11
billion, i.e. nearly 23% of total export value of the country, thanks for that

farmer’s income is significantly improved.

Rural area is, however, still facing to many difficulties and challenges such as
poor developed commodity production which behind potentials, poor
social—economic conditions, polluted natural environment, all are having negative

impacts on living and production of local people.

Therefore, the issue of rural development has been addressing, especially the
Communist Party’s Resolution N026 which issued in July 2008 recognized a
Party’s and Government’s priority and determination given to the rural
development. In the Vietnam's current rural development process the approach
of the Korean Saemaul Undong community—based rural development suggests a

relevant way.

Throughout the actual application of the above—mentioned approach in 4 villages
of 4 provinces in Vietnam of which 2 ones (Thai Nguyen and Quang Tri) have
been implemented in the Phase 1, 2000 - 2004 and 2 other ones are being

undertaken in Pho Tho and Bac Giang, NIAPP is responsible today to organize a
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mid—term review workshop of the project "Community—based Rural Development
via the Korean Modelled Saemaul Undong". The workshop will concentrates on
(i) the issues relate to possibilities of application and mobilization of rural
communities in the Vietnam's rural development process and (ii) mid—term
results derived from actual implementation of the Project Phase 2 in Hoa Minh
village, Tam Nong district, Phu Tho province and Giua village, Tan Yen district,

Bac Giang province.

I strongly believe that the Workshop will be receiving comments and suggestions
from managers, international experts from Korea and Spain, researchers, etc. in
the context of rural development and stakeholder’s participation. I should,
however, emphasize an important role of local villagers in the making—decision
process relates to rural community development and poverty reduction as well. I
also do hope that the workshop’s outcomes will be useful to serve for concluding
and proposing relevant rural development models which can be applicable and

expandable in the country.

For and on behalf of NIAPP’s Leadership and the Workshop Organization, I wish

the workshop successfully and participants healthy.

I would like to declare for opening of the workshop.
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